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PENNSYLVANIA’S SUD CONFIDENTIALITY POLICIES *

Pennsylvania Statute: 

 Act 63 of 1972, The Pennsylvania Drug and Alcohol Abuse and Control Act (71 P.S. § 1690.108) 

 Applies to records of SUD history, including diagnosis and/or treatment, prepared or obtained by any SUD or medical provider.

DDAP Regulations: 

 4 Pa. Code § 255.5 

 Limits the information and recipients of disclosure of client information by SUD projects and coordinating bodies. 

 Compliance with 255.5 written into regulations of mental health and psychiatric treatment providers (e.g., 55 Pa. Code § 5100.37)

 28 Pa Code § 709.28

 Applies confidentiality standards to treatment activities licensed by DDAP.

❖ “Policies” used as shorthand to discuss Pennsylvania’s statutes and regulations pertaining to the confidentiality of a person’s SUD records.



This table is included in the Appendices to DDAP’s stakeholder assessment report, which can be found at:  https://www.ddap.pa.gov/Pages/SUD-Confidentiality.aspx

https://www.ddap.pa.gov/Pages/SUD-Confidentiality.aspx


SUD CONFIDENTIALITY RESOURCES

 Additional information about SUD confidentiality in Pennsylvania compiled on 

DDAP’s website: 

 https://www.ddap.pa.gov/Pages/SUD-Confidentiality.aspx

 It is strongly recommended that you seek your organization’s legal counsel or 

designated personnel for advice when any questions regarding disclosure or 

confidentiality issues arise

 If there is a difference in Pennsylvania and federal regulations or laws, always follow 

the most protective.

https://www.ddap.pa.gov/Pages/SUD-Confidentiality.aspx


SUD CONFIDENTIALITY IN THE ERA OF INTEGRATED CARE

 Pennsylvania is one of three states (including OK and KS) with SUD data 

regulations that go above and beyond the federal 42 CFR Part 2 (or Part 2)

 In most other states, policies regulating SUD confidentiality align with Part 2

 Assessing Pennsylvania’s SUD confidentiality policies

 Policy Briefing: Pennsylvania Law & Policy Governing the Confidentiality of Substance 

Use Treatment Information: Challenges & Opportunities

 http://www.healthinfolaw.org/PA_substance_use_information_confidentiality

 DDAP Stakeholder Assessment Summary Report

 https://www.ddap.pa.gov/Pages/SUD-Confidentiality.aspx

http://www.healthinfolaw.org/PA_substance_use_information_confidentiality
https://www.ddap.pa.gov/Pages/SUD-Confidentiality.aspx


THANK YOU & STAY IN TOUCH!
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