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Overview
• Filling the Knowledge Gap
• Medical Hospitalization --> Addiction Treatment
• Criteria for Assessment
• Levels of Care in PA
• Placement vs. Treatment
• Insurance and Sources of Additional Funding
• Resources
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Why is this so 
complicated and 
confusing?
I'm just trying to 
help my patient!!
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Transitioning from Medical Hospitalization to 
Addiction Treatment

• Does the patient want to go to substance use disorder 
treatment?

• What to include in a referral. Am I helping or hurting the 
patient's likelihood of acceptance?

• Always be advocating.
• Be aware of funding from this very beginning of the process.

5

Transitioning from Medical Hospitalization to 
Addiction Treatment Cont.

• Prohibitive chronic mental and physical health conditions
• Medications and Medication Assisted Treatment as a 

barrier for acceptance/transition.
• Mandated treatment may be inconsistent with placement 

recommended through ASAM
• Logistics (lack of transportation, rural areas, etc.)
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Levels of Care
The ASAM Criteria’s strength-based 
multidimensional assessment takes 
into account a patient's needs, 
obstacles and liabilities, as well as their 
strengths, assets, resources, and 
support structure. This information is 
used to determine the appropriate 
level of care across a continuum.
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Difference in Levels

• How does one level of care 
differ from the next?

• What is the difference 
between clinically managed, 
medically monitored, and 
medically managed?
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Dimensions of Assessment
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On Insurance and Funding
• Medicare vs. Medicaid
• Available County Funding
• Private Insurance
• Medical vs. Behavioral Health Insurance

• Know the basics!
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Interprofessional Care

• Escaping the silo
• Holistic perspective
• Efficiency
• Sharing the load
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Referrals and Transitions of Care
• When is it appropriate 

to begin aftercare or 
discharge planning with 
a patient?
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Treatment vs. Placement

• Treatment is VOLUNTARY. Does the 
patient want to go?

• Treatment requires commitment.
• Treatment requires both willingness 

and ability to participate in required 
programming.

• Unnecessary/involuntary treatment 
can hinder transition to appropriate 
placement.

• Placement is borne from necessity.
• Placement only requires the 

meeting of criteria and availability.
• Placement is a necessary resource for 

patients.
• Placement can serve as an 

opportunity for patients to stabilize, 
recuperate, etc.
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This is not an exhaustive list; just items to keep in mind when considering appropriate next steps 
during discharge planning.

Resources
• ASAM - American Society of Addiction Medicine
• Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs
• Drugs and Alcohol | Drug and Alcohol Services for 

Adults | Allegheny County
• UPMC Addiction Medicine Services
• Home: Community Care (ccbh.com)
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QUESTIONS?
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