
 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Annual UPMC Heart Valve Symposium  
7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. EST 
Interactive Didactic Sessions and Moderated Recorded Live Case Discussions 

Course Directors: 
Ibrahim Sultan, MD 
Associate Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Surgical Director, UPMC Center for Heart Valve Disease 
Director, UPMC Center for Thoracic Aortic Disease 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
A.J. Conrad Smith, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Associate Chief, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Division of Cardiology 
Medical Director, UPMC Center for Heart Valve Disease 
Director, Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory, UPMC Presbyterian 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Hemal Gada, MD 
President, Heart and Vascular Institute, UPMC Central PA 
Medical Director, Structural Heart Program 
UPMC Central PA 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Welcome and Introduction: 
The UPMC Heart Valve Symposium will provide an immersive and interactive experience into one of the 
most rapidly advancing and exciting spaces in cardiovascular medicine and surgery — heart valve 
disease. Experts from the UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute will explore the continuum of structural 
heart disease from diagnosis, to work-up, to intervention, with a focus on the lifelong management of 
heart valve disease. Interactive didactic, panel discussions, and moderated broadcast of two recorded 
live structural heart cases will provide a deep dive into the latest advancements and best-practice 
management strategies, including the cutting-edge of transcatheter heart valve repair and replacement, 
minimally invasive and robotic-assisted valve surgery, and advanced imaging techniques. This course will 
also look to what the future has in store — novel technologies, therapies, and clinical trials. All members 
of the multi-disciplinary heart team, current and future, are invited to join us as we do a deep dive into 
heart valve disease! 



 

 

Learning Objectives: 
The UPMC Heart Valve Symposium intends to fulfill the following learning objectives: 

• Increase understanding of screening, diagnosis, and treatment of valvular heart disease in 

various patient populations. 

• Understand advanced modalities to image heart valves. 

• Increase knowledge of medical therapies and transcatheter and/or surgical interventions for 

treatment of valvular heart disease, and the risks and benefits of the different therapeutic 

options. 

• Enhance understanding of importance of the multi-disciplinary heart team approach to 

treatment of structural heart disease. 

• Recognize impact of social determinants of health on heart valve outcomes. 

• Conduct a deep dive into technical aspects of transcatheter and surgical interventions to 

manage aortic, mitral, tricuspid, and pulmonic heart valve disease. 

• Explore landmark, recent, and upcoming clinical trials, and their impact on heart valve disease. 

• Explore complex and challenging cases in structural heart disease patients and tactics and 

techniques for management. 

Audience: 
The UPMC Heart Valve Symposium is designed for primary care and family medicine practitioners, 

internists, non-invasive cardiologists, interventional cardiologists, anesthesiologists, cardiac surgeons, 

advanced practice providers, nurses, research, administration, quality and data professionals, medical 

students, residents, and fellows and all other members of the heart team. 

Program Agenda: 
 
7:30 to 8 a.m.  Virtual Registration 
 
8 to 8:05 a.m.  Welcome 

Ibrahim Sultan, MD 
 

Section I:  Aortic Valve Disease 
Moderated by:  
Conrad Smith, MD 

 
8:05 to 8:15 a.m. TAVR in the Low-Risk Patient Population: Are We There Yet? 
   Dustin Kliner, MD 
 
8:15 to 8:25 a.m. Valve Selection in TAVR: How Do I Decide? 
   Amber Makani, MD 



 

 
8:25 to 8:35 a.m. Percutaneous Coronary Interventions with TAVR: Tips and Tricks  

Catalin Toma, MD 
 

8:35 to 8:45 a.m. Surgical Aortic Valve Replacement: What Does the Future Look Like?  
   Ibrahim Sultan, MD 
 
8:45 to 8:55 a.m. Hypertrophic Obstructive Cardiomyopathy: State of the Art 
   Timothy C. Wong, MD 
 
8:55 to 9:05 a.m. Aortic Valve Repair: When to Do It? 
   Derek Serna-Gallegos, MD 
 
9:05 to 9:15 a.m. From the Bench to the Bedside: Novel Druggable Target Driving in Aortic 

Stenosis 
   Cynthia St. Hilaire, PhD 
 
9:15 to 9:30 a.m. Panel Discussion 
 
9:30 to 9:50 a.m. Moderated Live Case Recording Panel: 
   UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside 

Hemal Gada, MD, MBA; Dustin Kliner, MD; Amber Makani, MD; Ibrahim Sultan, 
MD; Catalin Toma, MD 

 
9:50 to 9:55 a.m. Break 
 

Section II:   Mitral and Tricuspid Valve Disease 
Moderated by: 
Hemal Gada, MD 

 
9:55 to 10:05 a.m. Transcatheter Mitral Edge-to-Edge Repair in Low-Risk Patients: What Are the 

Goal Posts? 
   Conrad Smith, MD 
 
10:05 to 10:15 a.m. Thinking Beyond the Clip: The Role of Transcatheter Mitral Valve Replacement 
   Jeffrey Fowler, DO 
 
10:15 to 10:25 a.m. Heart Failure Management in Heart Valve Disease: Does It Work? 
   Jennifer Kliner, CRNP 
 
10:25 to 10:35 a.m. Percutaneous Tricuspid Valve Repair: Making It a Reality 
   Matthew Suffoletto, MD 
 
10:35 to 10:45 a.m. Transcatheter Tricuspid Valve Replacement: The New TAVR! 
   Hemal Gada, MD, MBA    
 



 

10:45 to 10:55 a.m. Concomitant MAZE and LAA Ligation During Heart Valve Surgery: Do Not 
Forget About Afib! 

   Danny Chu, MD 
 
10:55 to 11:05 a.m. Embracing the Robot for Mitral Valve Surgery 
   Johannes Bonatti, MD 
 
11:05 to 11:15 a.m.  Endocarditis with IV Drug Use: We Need to Talk About It! 
   Pyongsoo Yoon, MD  
 
11:15 to 11:30 a.m.  Panel Discussion 

11:30 to 11:50 a.m.  Moderated Live Case Recording Panel: 
   UPMC Harrisburg 

Hemal Gada, MD, MBA; Sandeep Jain, MD; Dustin Kliner, MD; Amber Makani, 
MD; Matthew Suffoletto, MD 
 

11:50 to noon     Break 

Section III:  Heart Valve Disease: What Does the Future Look Like?  
Moderated by: 
Ibrahim Sultan, MD 

 
Noon to 12:10 p.m.  Moderate Aortic Stenosis: What Are We Waiting For? 

Joshua Levenson, MD 
 

12:10 to 12:20 p.m.  Heart Valve Disease in Pregnancy 
Agnes Koczo, MD 

 
12:20 to 12:30 p.m.  Referral for Heart Valve Disease Interventions? Do We Need to Lower the 

Threshold?  
William Katz, MD 

 
12:30 to 12:40 p.m. Transcatheter Pulmonary Valve Replacement in Adults with Congenital Heart 

Disease 
Bryan H. Goldstein, MD 

 
12:40 to 12:55 p.m.  Keynote Lecture: Women Who Paved the Way to Congenital Cardiology Today 

Jacqueline Kreutzer, MD 
 

12:55 to 1:05 p.m.  Percutaneous Left Atrial Appendage Occlusion: What Have We Learned Over 
the Past Decade?  
Samir F. Saba, MD 

1:05 to 1:15 p.m.  Maintaining Excellence in Heart Valve Therapies – Role of the Heart Team  
   Katie Fatigante, PA-C 
 



 

1:15 to 1:25 p.m.  Anesthesia Considerations for Transcatheter and Surgical Heart Valve 
Interventions 

 Kathirvel Subramanian, MD 

1:25 to 1:40 p.m. What Upcoming Clinical Trials Will Be Game Changing for Heart Valve Disease 
 Paul Mahoney, MD 
 
1:40 to 2 p.m.  Panel Discussion 
  
2 p.m.   Adjournment  

Ibrahim Sultan, MD 

2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Virtual Technology Exhibits (non-ACCME programming) 

6 to 10 p.m.  HVS 2023 Program and Faculty Dinner 
Eddie V’s Prime Seafood 

 
 

Course Director Faculty:  
 
Ibrahim Sultan 
Associate Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Director, UPMC Center for Thoracic Aortic Disease 
Surgical Director, UPMC Center for Heart Valve Disease 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
A.J. Conrad Smith, MD  
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Associate Chief, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Division of Cardiology 
Medical Director, UPMC Center for Heart Valve Disease 
Director, Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory, UPMC Presbyterian 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Hemal Gada, MD, MBA 
President, Heart and Vascular Institute, UPMC Central Pa. 
Medical Director, Structural Heart Program 
UPMC Central Pa. 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

 

Program Faculty: 
 
Johannes Bonatti, MD 
Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery  
Director, Robotic Cardiac Surgery 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Danny Chu, MD 



 

Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Director, Cardiac Surgery, VA Pittsburgh Health System 
Director, Center for the Ozaki Procedure 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Kathryn Fatigante, PA-C 
HVI Advanced Practice Provider Supervisor 
Structural Heart Program 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Jeffrey Fowler, DO 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Bryan H. Goldstein, MD 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Director, Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory 
Heart Institute at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Sandeep Jain, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
Director, UPMC Center for Atrial Fibrillation 
Director, Electrophysiology Laboratory 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
William Katz, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Director, Adult Echocardiography Laboratory 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  
 
Dustin Kliner, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Director, Advanced Physician Training and Education, UPMC Center for Heart Valve Disease 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  
 
Jennifer Kliner, CRNP 
HVI Advanced Practice Provider Supervisor 
Advanced Heart Failure and Pulmonary Hypertension Programs 
Regional Director, Heart Failure Medication Optimization Clinics (MOC) 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Agnes Koczo, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Jacqueline Kreutzer, MD 



 

Chief, Division of Pediatric Cardiology 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Department of Pediatrics        
Peter and Ada Rossin Endowed Professor and Chair of Pediatric Cardiology  
Co-Director, Heart Institute at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Joshua Levenson, MD 
Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Director, UPMC Center for Cardio-Oncology 
Co-Director, Noninvasive Cardiology, UPMC Shadyside  
Associate Director, Cardiology Fellowship Program 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Amber Makani, MD 
Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  
 
Samir F. Saba, MD 
Chief, Division of Cardiology 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Department of Medicine 
Harry S. Tack Endowed Chair of Cardiology 
Professor of Medicine and Clinical and Translational Science 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  
 
Derek Serna-Gallegos, MD 
Assistant Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  
 
Cynthia St. Hilaire, PhD, FAHA 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
University of Pittsburgh Vascular Medicine Institute  
 
Kathirvel Subramanian, MD 
Associate Professor of Anesthesia and Perioperative Medicine 
Chief, Cardiothoracic Anesthesia 
Department of Anesthesia and Perioperative Medicine 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
 
Matthew Suffoletto, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Medical Director, UPMC Mercy Echocardiography Lab 
Associate Medical Director, UPMC Presbyterian Echocardiography Lab 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Catalin Toma, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Director, Interventional Cardiology 



 

Director of the Interventional Fellowship 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  
 
Timothy C. Wong, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
Director, Center for Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Pyongsoo Yoon, MD 
Associate Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Associate Program Director, Integrated Thoracic Surgery Residency Program 
Co-Clinical Director 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  
 

University of Pittsburgh Course Planning Director: 
 
Angela E. Kinnunen 
Project Manager  
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 

University of Pittsburgh Course Planning Committee: 
 
Drew Berkhoudt 
Project Specialist 
Heart Institute at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 
 
Elizabeth Christensen, MSN, CRNP 
Advanced Practice Provider, Expert 
TAVR Program 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Krysta Harbison 
Project Specialist 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Lisa Henry, DNP, CRNP 
Director, Heart and Vascular Services 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  
 
Shelly Miller 
Cardiovascular Outreach and Recruitment Manager 
UPMC Central Pa. 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 
 
Katie L. Scollon, PA-C, MPAS 
Director, Heart and Vascular Services  
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  



 

 

ACCREDITATION COUNCIL FOR CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION (ACCME) 
CREDIT: 
In support of improving patient care, the University of Pittsburgh is jointly accredited by the 

Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for 

Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide 

continuing education for the healthcare team. 

Physician (CME) 

The University of Pittsburgh designates this live activity for a maximum of 5.75 AMA PRA Category 1 

Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in 

the activity. 

Nursing (CNE) 

The maximum number of hours awarded for this Continuing Nursing Education activity is 5.75 contact 

hours. 

Physician Assistant (AAPA) 

The University of Pittsburgh has been authorized by the American Academy of PAs (AAPA) to award 

AAPA Category 1 CME credit for activities planned in accordance with AAPA CME Criteria. This activity is 

designated for 5.75 AAPA Category 1 CME credits. PAs should only claim credit commensurate with the 

extent of their participation.   

Other health care professionals will receive a certificate of attendance confirming the number of contact 

hours commensurate with the extent of participation in this activity. 

Disclaimer Statement: 
The information presented at this CME program represents the views and opinions of the individual 

presenters, and does not constitute the opinion or endorsement of, or promotion by, the UPMC Center 

for Continuing Education in the Health Sciences, UPMC / University of Pittsburgh Medical Center or 

Affiliates and University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine.  Reasonable efforts have been taken intending 

for educational subject matter to be presented in a balanced, unbiased fashion and in compliance with 

regulatory requirements. However, each program attendee must always use his/her own personal and 

professional judgment when considering further application of this information, particularly as it may 

relate to patient diagnostic or treatment decisions including, without limitation, FDA-approved uses and 

any off-label uses. 

Faculty Disclosure  
All individuals in a position to control the content of this education activity have disclosed all financial 

relationships with any companies whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or 

distributing healthcare products used by or on patients.  

All relevant financial relationships for the individuals listed below have been mitigated. 

Danny Chu, MD: Consultant: Sanamedi, Inc. 
Danny Chu, MD: Other: The Osler Institute 
Danny Chu, MD: Other: Wolter Kluwer Health 



 

Hemal Gada, MD: Grant/Research Support: Abbott 
Hemal Gada, MD: Grant/Research Support: Bard 
Hemal Gada, MD: Grant/Research Support: Boston Scientific 
Hemal Gada, MD: Grant/Research Support: Medtronic 
Hemal Gada, MD: Consultant: Abbott 
Hemal Gada, MD: Consultant: Bard 
Hemal Gada, MD: Consultant: Boston Scientific 
Hemal Gada, MD: Consultant: Medtronic 
Hemal Gada, MD: Speaker’s Bureau: Abbott 
Hemal Gada, MD: Speaker’s Bureau: Bard 
Hemal Gada, MD: Speaker’s Bureau: Boston Scientific 
Hemal Gada, MD: Speaker’s Bureau: Medtronic 
Bryan H. Goldstein, MD: Grant/Research Support: Medtronic 
Bryan H. Goldstein, MD: Grant/Research Support: Edwards Life Sciences 
Bryan H. Goldstein, MD: Consultant: Medtronic 
Bryan H. Goldstein, MD: Consultant: W.L. Gore & Associates 
Bryan H. Goldstein, MD: Consultant: PECA Labs 
Bryan H. Goldstein, MD: Consultant: Mezzion Pharma 
Sandeep Jain, MD: Grant/Research Support: Medtronic 
Sandeep Jain, MD: Grant/Research Support: Abbott 
Sandeep Jain, MD: Grant/Research Support: Boston Scientific 
Dustin Kliner, MD: Consultant: Abbott Vascular 
Dustin Kliner, MD: Speaker’s Bureau: Abbott Vascular 
Jackie Kreutzer, MD: Grant/Research Support: Medtronic 
Jackie Kreutzer, MD: Edwards Life Sciences: Medtronic 
Jackie Kreutzer, MD: Consultant: Medtronic 
Amber Makani, MD: Grant/Research Support: Shockwave 
Paul Mahoney, MD: Consultant: Edwards Life Sciences 
Paul Mahoney, MD: Consultant: Medtronic 
Paul Mahoney, MD: Consultant: Abbott 
Paul Mahoney, MD: Consultant: Boston Scientific 
Paul Mahoney, MD: Consultant: Abiomed 
Samir F. Saba, MD: Grant/Research Support: Abbott 
Samir F. Saba, MD: Grant/Research Support: Boston Scientific 
Samir F. Saba, MD: Consultant: Medtronic 
Samir F. Saba, MD: Consultant: Boston Scientific 
Ibrahim Sultan, MD: Grant/Research Support/Abbott 
Ibrahim Sultan, MD: Grant/Research Support: AtriCure 
Ibrahim Sultan, MD: Grant/Research Support: Artivion 
Ibrahim Sultan, MD: Grant/Research Support: Boston Scientific 
Ibrahim Sultan, MD: Grant/Research Support: Edwards Life Sciences 
Ibrahim Sultan, MD: Grant/Research Support: Medtronic 
Ibrahim Sultan, MD: Grant/Research Support: Z MEDICA 
Catalin Toma, MD: Consultant: Medtronic 
Catalin Toma, MD: Consultant: Phillips 
Timothy Wong, MD: Grant/Research Support: Bristol Myers-Squibb 
Timothy Wong, MD: Grant/Research Support: Cytokinetics 



 

Timothy Wong, MD: Grant/Research Support: Tenaya Therapeutics 
Timothy Wong, MD: Consultant: PCM Scientific (HCM Academy) 
 
No other members of the planning committee, speakers, presenters, authors, content reviewers and/or 

anyone else in a position to control the content of this education activity have relevant financial 

relationships with any companies whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or 

distributing healthcare products used by or on patients. 

Acknowledgement of Commercial Support: 

 
Educational Grant Support:  

Abbott Laboratories 
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Abbott Structural Heart 

Artivion 
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Co-Sponsorship Support  
The UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute would like to thank the Society of Thoracic Surgeons for their 

endorsement of this continuing medical education activity. We are incredibly grateful the support of this 

world-class organization for its support of our mission: to provide outstanding clinical care for the heart 

valve disease patient population at all phases of life. 
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