




PA Certification 
Board

● Community Health Concepts
● Advocacy & Capacity Building
● Care Coordination
● Health Literacy & Education
● Safety & Self-Care
● Cultural Competency
● Communication & 

Interpersonal Skill
● Ethical Responsibilities & 

Professionalism

CHW Domains



PA AHEC CHW Curriculum Overview 
Navigating Relationships

Communication & Conflict

Building & Maintaining 
Relationships

Networking

Boundaries

Personal Safety

Community Health 
Skills & Concepts

Cultural Importance
Stages of Change

Motivational Interviewing
Care Coordination

Health Literacy
Protecting Client Privacy

Documentation
Benefits 101

Knowing Your Community 
Resources

Whole Person Care

Preventive Care
Unintentional Injuries

Chronic Diseases
Oral Health

Trauma-Informed Care
Mental Health & Disorders

Substance Use Disorder
Harm Reduction

Self Care



Additional Trainings (vary by region/need)

● Mental Health First Aid
● Every Smoker, Every Time
● CPR/First Aid/AED
● Community Health Topics
● Certification Process Assistance
● Mandated Reporter



Culminating Project Requirement

● Goal of project: to gain knowledge about a disease or social 
concern and build a network by researching local resources.
○ Utilize reliable resources to research a community need or disease
○ Identify and access local resources related to chosen topic
○ Present findings to cohort



Schedule and Format

Trainings are a total of 100 hours over a period of 10 weeks

Northwest Southwest

Tuesdays 9am-3pm Mondays and Fridays 9am-1pm

Virtual Virtual



Registration

● To register for an upcoming cohort, 
please go to 
https://www.pachw.org/chwcourse

● Tuition is $1,500
○ Scholarships are available

https://www.pachw.org/chwcourse


Work ExperienceEducation/Training

75 total hours of education 
from a PCB accredited 
CHW training program 

gained with the last five 
years.  

One year of full-time 
volunteer or paid 

employment (or 2000 
hours of part-time) as a 

CHW.

Current Job Description

Copy of current CHW 
volunteer/job description, 

obtained from current 
organization, and which must be 
signed by both the applicant and 

their immediate supervisor.

On-the-job Supervision

60 hours of on-the-job 
supervision of qualifying 
work experience specific 

to the domains*. 

Certification Fee

$50 (fee must 
accompany 

application and 
materials)

PA CHW Certification Requirements



CCHW credentials are 
valid for 2 calendar years 
from the date of issuance

Timeline

Continuing Education

CCHWs must have a minimum 
of 30 hours relevant to 
community health including 3 
hours of ethics

Fees

$75 

*Additional $100 if your 
certificate has lapsed

Recertification


