
Pennsylvania Psychiatric Leadership Council/Centers of Excellence Conference  

 
“Celebrating 60 Years of the Community Mental Act: Understanding our History  

and Moving into the New Community Mental Health Movement” 

March 25, 2024 

Best Western Premier, 800 East Park Drive, Harrisburg PA 17111 (online option also available) 

 

Overview:  
 

Please join the Pennsylvania Psychiatric Leadership Council (PPLC) and the Centers of Excellence (COE) Community 

Fellowship programs to Celebrate 60 Years of the Community Mental Health Act. 

➢ Hear from Community Mental Health Leaders Estelle Richman and Joseph Rogers 

➢ Updates from OMHSAS Deputy Secretary Jennifer Smith, and Executive Director of the Behavioral Health 

Council, Christina Finello 

➢ Exciting panels featuring system leaders, advocates, and Community Psychiatrists discussing the past, present, 

and future of Community Mental Health 
 

Learning Objectives: 
 

As a result of attending this conference, learners will become educated on how the implementation of the 

Community Mental Health Act impacted mental health policies/decisionmaking/creation of community mental 

health systems across the state. As a result of attending this conference, learners will be able to share 

experiences/communicate the successes/failures of the current mental health system- determining how to 

address needs/reduction of barriers/brainstorm solutions to create an integrated community mental health 

system for all consumers across the commonwealth. 

 

Agenda will be provided via onsite handout. 

 

Accreditation/Credit Designation: 
In support of improving patient care, the University of Pittsburgh is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for 

Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American 

Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for the healthcare team. 

 

Physician (CME) 

The University of Pittsburgh designates this live activity for a maximum of 5.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. 

Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 

 

Other health care professionals will receive a certificate of attendance confirming the number of contact hours 

commensurate with the extent of participation in this activity. 

 

Faculty Disclosure: 
 

All individuals in a position to control the content of this education activity have disclosed all financial relationships with 

any companies whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare products 

used by or on patients.  

 

All of the relevant financial relationships for the individuals listed below have been mitigated. 

Rachel Talley, MD receives Grant/Research Support from Vanna Health 

 

Michael Vergare, MD, DLFAPA is a Dvisory Board member for Neuroflow 
 

No other members of the planning committee, speakers, presenters, authors, content reviewers and/or anyone else in a 

position to control the content of this education activity have relevant financial relationships with any companies whose 

primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare products used by or on patients. 



 

The information presented at this program represents the views and opinions of the individual presenters, and 

does not constitute the opinion or endorsement of, or promotion by, the UPMC Center for Continuing Education 

in the Health Sciences, UPMC / University of Pittsburgh Medical Center or Affiliates and University of Pittsburgh School 

of Medicine. Reasonable efforts have been taken intending for educational subject matter to be presented in a balanced, 

unbiased fashion and in compliance with regulatory requirements. However, each program attendee must always use 

his/her own personal and professional judgment when considering further application of this information, particularly as 

it may relate to patient diagnostic or treatment decisions including, without limitation, FDA-approved uses and any off-

label uses. 


