
UPMC Heart Valve Symposium 2024 

Saturday, April 20, 2024 

8:00am-2:45pm at the Herberman Conference Center at 
UPMC Shadyside

Course Directors: 

Ibrahim Sultan, MD 

Professor and Chief, Division of Cardiac Surgery 

Executive Vice Chair, Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery Co-

Director, UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

A.J. Conrad Smith, MD 

Associate Professor of Medicine 

Associate Chief, Diversity, and Inclusion, Division of Cardiology 

Medical Director, UPMC Center for Heart Valve Disease 

Director, Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory, UPMC 

Presbyterian 

Hemal Gada, MD, MBA 

President, Heart and Vascular Institute, UPMC Central PA 

Medical Director, Structural Heart Program 

UPMC Central PA 

Program Agenda: 

7:30am: Registration 

8:00am: Welcome 

Ibrahim Sultan, MD 

Section I: Aortic Valve Disease (Moderator: Amber Makani, MD) 

8:05am: Case #1 – 65-year-old man with severe symptomatic trileaflet aortic stenosis 

Amber Makani, MD 

8:15am: Debate: Why TAVR is the best therapy for this patient 

Dustin Kliner, MD 

8:25am: Debate: He should have surgery with a mechanical valve 

Derek Serna-Gallegos, MD 



8:35am: Debate: Did someone say Ozaki procedure? 

Danny Chu, MD 

8:45am: Debate Rebuttals and Deliberation 

8:55am: Live TAVR from UPMC Presbyterian 

Moderator: Ibrahim Sultan, MD 

Presenter: Dustin Kliner, MD 

Expert Panel: 

Derek Serna-Gallegos, MD 

Hemal Gada, MD 

Amber Makani, MD 

Timothy C. Wong, MD 

9:00—10:00am: Heart Valve Disease: Patient Experience Breakout Session 

Elissa Castor, PA-C 

Supervisor, Cardiac Surgery Outpatient Advanced Practice Providers 

Elizabeth Christensen, MSN, CRNP 

Advanced Practice Provider, Expert, TAVR Program 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Katie Fatigante, PA-C 

Supervisor, Structural Heart Team Advanced Practice Providers 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

9:25am: Heart Valve disease in Women: What do physicians and cardiologists need 

to know? 

Malamo Countouris, MD, MS 

9:35am: Bench to the Bedside: Aortic Stenosis 

Cynthia St. Hilaire, PhD 

9:45am: Expert Perspective: Are All TAVR Platforms the Same? 

Hemal Gada, MD 

9:55am: Panel Discussion and Audience Discussion  

10:10am: Break 

Section II: Mitral and Tricuspid Valve Disease (Moderator: Conrad Smith, MD) 

10:25am: Case #2: A 75-year-old woman with P2 prolapse 

Conrad Smith, MD 



10:35am: Debate: TEER with no fear 

Jeff Fowler, DO 

10:45am: Debate: Robotic mitral valve repair is standard of care 

Johannes Bonatti, MD 

10:55am: Debate Rebuttals and Deliberation 

11:05am: Live TEER from UPMC Harrisburg 

Moderator: Conrad Smith, MD 

Presenter: Hemal Gada, MD 

Expert Panel: 

Jeffrey Fowler, DO 

Amber Makani MD 

Johannes Bonatti, MD 

William Katz, MD 

Joshua Levenson, MD 

11:35am: Tricuspid TEER for TR: Patients want better QOL 

Conrad Smith, MD 

11:45am: Transcatheter tricuspid replacement for TR: The new TAVR 

Catalin Toma, MD 

11:55am: Tricuspid valve surgery: What does the future look like? 

Pyongsoo D. Yoon, MD 

12:05pm: TEE Toolbox for Structural Heart Cases 

Taz Mansoor, MD 

Keynote Address: 

12:15pm: Social Media, Heart Valve Patients & You 

Adam Pick 

12:30pm: Panel Discussion and Audience Discussion 

12:45pm: Break 

Section III: Structural Heart Potpourri (Moderator: Hemal Gada, MD) 

1:00pm: Pulmonary embolism: where are we in 2024? 

Belinda N. Rivera-Lebron, MD, MSCE 

1:10pm: Live Pulmonary Embolism from UPMC Presbyterian 

Moderator: Catalin Toma, MD 

Presenter: Jeffrey Fowler, DO 

Expert Panel Moderators: 



Belinda N. Rivera-Lebron, MD, MSCE 

Rabih Chaer, MD, MS 

Torrey R. Schmidt, DO 

1:40pm: When treating valvular heart disease: Don’t forget about AFIB and the left 

atrial appendage! 

Stephen Waterford, MD 

1:50pm: Advancements in LAAO: What does the future hold? 

Sandeep K. Jain, MD 

2:00pm: Live LAAO from UPMC Harrisburg 

Moderator: Sandeep K. Jain, MD 

Presenter: Chinmay P. Patel, MD 

Expert Panel: 

Dustin Kliner, MD 

Virginia K. Singla, MD 

Samir F. Saba, MD 

Amber Makani, MD 

Matthew Suffoletto, MD 

2:30pm: Panel Discussion and Audience Discussion 

2:45pm: Adjourn 

Ibrahim Sultan, MD 

University of Pittsburgh and UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute Faculty: 

Adam Pick 

Patient Advocate, Author, www.heartvalvesurgery.com Founder 

Johannes Bonatti, MD 

Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery  

Director, Robotic Cardiac Surgery 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Rabih Chaer, MD, MS 

Professor and Chief, Division of Vascular Surgery 

Co-Director, UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Division of Vascular Surgery, Department of Surgery, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Danny Chu, MD 

Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Director, Cardiac Surgery, VA Pittsburgh Health System 

Director, Ozaki Center of Excellence 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

http://www.heartvalvesurgery.com/


Malamo Countouris, MD, MS 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Jeffrey Fowler, DO 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Program Director, Interventional Cardiology Fellowship 

Director, Cardiac Catheterization Lab, VA Pittsburgh Health System 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Sandeep K. Jain, MD 

Professor of Medicine 

Director, Electrophysiology 

Director, Center for Atrial Fibrillation 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

William E. Katz, MD 

Associate Professor of Medicine 

Medical Director, Echocardiography Lab, UPMC Presbyterian 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Dustin Kliner, MD 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Director, Advanced Physician Training and Education, UPMC Center for Heart Valve Disease 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Belinda N. Rivera-Lebron, MD, MSCE 

Associate Professor of Medicine 

Director, UPMC Acute Pulmonary Embolus (PE) Program 

Director, UPMC Chronic Thromboembolic Pulmonary Hypertension (CTEPH) Program 

Division of Pulmonary, Allergy, and Critical Care Medicine, Department of Medicine, University of 

Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Joshua Levenson, MD 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Director, UPMC Center for Cardio-Oncology, ICOS Designated Center of Excellence 

Co-Director, Noninvasive Cardiology UPMC Shadyside Hospital  

Associate Director, UPMC Cardiology Fellowship Program 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Amber Makani, MD 

Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

https://profiles.dom.pitt.edu/card/faculty_info.aspx/Kliner5831


Atizazul Mansoor, MD 

UPMC Central PA 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Chinmay P. Patel, MD 

Director of Electrophysiology 

UPMC Central PA 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Samir F. Saba, MD 

Chief, Division of Cardiology, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Department of Medicine 

Harry S. Tack Endowed Chair of Cardiology 

Professor of Medicine and Clinical and Translational Science 

Co-Director, UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Torrey R. Schmidt, DO 

Director PE Interventional Programming 

UPMC Central PA 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Derek Serna-Gallegos, MD 

Assistant Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Program Director, Advanced Aortic and Endovascular Surgery Fellowship 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  

Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Virginia K. Singla, MD 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Cynthia St. Hilaire, PhD, FAHA 

Assistant Professor of Medicine and Bioengineering 

University of Pittsburgh Vascular Medicine Institute  

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Matthew Suffoletto, MD 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Medical Director, UPMC Mercy Echocardiography Lab 

Associate Medical Director, UPMC Presbyterian Echocardiography Lab 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Catalin Toma, MD 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Director, Interventional Cardiology 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 



Stephen Waterford, MD 

Assistant Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

Timothy C. Wong, MD, MS 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Director, UPMC Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Center 

Associate Director, UPMC Cardiovascular Magnetic Resource Center 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  

Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicineaq 

Pyongsoo D. Yoon, MD 

Associate Professor of Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Executive Vice Chair, Education, Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Clinical Director, Cardiac Surgery, UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

UPMC Heart Valve Symposium Administrators: 

Angela E. Kinnunen 

Supervisor, Cardiothoracic Surgery Medical Education 

Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Shelly Miller 

Cardiovascular Outreach and Recruitment Manager 

UPMC Central PA 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Krysta Harbison 

Project Specialist 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Drew Berkhoudt 

Project Specialist 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Patient and Family Breakout Course Directors: 

Elissa Castor, PA-C 

Supervisor, Cardiac Surgery Outpatient Advanced Practice Providers 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Elizabeth Christensen, MSN, CRNP 

Advanced Practice Provider, Expert 

TAVR Program 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 

Katie Fatigante, PA-C 

Supervisor, Structural Heart Team Advanced Practice Providers 

UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute 



ACCREDITATION COUNCIL FOR CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION (ACCME) 

CREDIT: 

In support of improving patient care, the University of Pittsburgh is jointly accredited by the 

Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for 

Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide 

continuing education for the healthcare team. 

Physician (CME) 

The University of Pittsburgh designates this live activity for a maximum of 6.25 AMA PRA Category 1 

Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in 

the activity. 

Nursing (CNE) 

The maximum number of hours awarded for this Continuing Nursing Education activity is 6.25 contact 

hours. 

Physician Assistant (AAPA) 

The University of Pittsburgh has been authorized by the American Academy of PAs (AAPA) to award 

AAPA Category 1 CME credit for activities planned in accordance with AAPA CME Criteria. This 

activity is designated for 6.25 AAPA Category 1 CME credits. PAs should only claim credit 

commensurate with the extent of their participation.   

Other health care professionals will receive a certificate of attendance confirming the number of contact 

hours commensurate with the extent of participation in this activity. 

Disclaimer Statement: 

The information presented at this CME program represents the views and opinions of the individual 

presenters, and does not constitute the opinion or endorsement of, or promotion by, the UPMC Center for 

Continuing Education in the Health Sciences, UPMC / University of Pittsburgh Medical Center or 

Affiliates and University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine.  Reasonable efforts have been taken intending 

for educational subject matter to be presented in a balanced, unbiased fashion and in compliance with 

regulatory requirements. However, each program attendee must always use his/her own personal and 

professional judgment when considering further application of this information, particularly as it may 

relate to patient diagnostic or treatment decisions including, without limitation, FDA-approved uses and 

any off-label uses. 




