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Pennsylvania
Data were extracted on 7/29/2024 from PA-NEDSS electronic data files for the morbidity and motality
weekly report years 2014-2023. Provisional data for 2024

Pennsylvania Pertussis Cases



Pennsylvania Epidemiology of Pertussis

• Data were extracted on 4/29/24 and 7/29/24 from PA-NEDSS electronic data files for the morbidity and 
mortality weekly report years 2014-2023.  Provisional data for 2023-2024

Confirmed and Probable Cases of 
Pertussis by Age Group, 
Pennsylvania,  January 1-July 24, 
2024

Confirmed and Probable Cases of 
Pertussis by Age Group, 
Pennsylvania, 2023



School Vaccination Rates



RSV & Flu Coverage Rates

• Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) Vaccination Coverage, Pregnant Persons, United States | CDC

• Influenza Vaccination Coverage, Adults (cdc.gov)

• Flu Vaccination Coverage, United States, 2022–23 Influenza Season | FluVaxView | Seasonal Influenza (Flu) | CDC

• 2023-24 Flu (pa.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/coverage/rsvvaxview/pregnant-persons-coverage-intent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/dashboard/vaccination-adult-coverage.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/coverage-2223estimates.htm
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Flu/Pages/2023-24-Flu.aspx


RSV effectiveness

• Babies who are born at least 2 weeks after their mother gets RSV vaccine are protected at birth, when infants are at 
the highest risk of severe RSV disease. The vaccine can reduce a baby's risk of being hospitalized from RSV by 57% 
in the first six months after birth.

• Nirsevimab reduces the risk of severe RSV disease by about 80%. One dose of nirsevimab protects infants for at 
least 5 months, the length of an average RSV season. Because nirsevimab does not activate the immune system, 
protection is most effective in the weeks right after nirsevimab is given and lessens over time. Nirsevimab does not 
provide long-term protection against RSV disease, but it does protect infants when they are most at risk of getting 
very sick from RSV.

• RSV can be dangerous for infants and some young children.
• RSV is the leading cause of infant hospitalization in the U.S.
• Immunizations can protect babies from getting very sick from RSV

RSV in Infants and Young Children | RSV | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/infants-young-children/index.html


2023-2024 Respiratory Disease Season Vaccine Supply

• Between 8/1/23 – 4/30/24, the PA Immunization Program 
distributed…

Flu – 255,170 PED doses and 16,250 ADU doses
COVID – 88,960 PED and 7,630 ADU doses
Pneumococcal – 135,636 PED doses and 1,276 ADU doses
Tdap – 48,655 PED doses and 2,265 ADU doses
RSV – 18,910 PED doses and 0 ADU doses

Abrysvo – 25 doses
Nirsevimab (brand name Beyfortus) - 11,500 50mg doses
Nirsevimab (brand name Beyfortus) – 7,385 100mg doses



2023-2024 Respiratory Disease Season Vaccine Supply

• Beyfortus national supply shortage
Unprecedented uptake of a brand-new immunization
Unusually rapid coverage under insurance plans who have a full year to add 
new ACIP-recommended vaccines to plans
Takes a long time to make, so couldn’t just quick and make more



2024-2025 Respiratory Disease Season Vaccine Supply 

• Flu – 285,000 PED doses requested and 16,960 ADU doses 
requested

So far, 145,360 PED doses prebooked and 2,640 ADU doses prebooked
• COVID – 123,000 PED doses requested and 18,290 ADU doses 

requested 
• Pneumococcal and Tdap – We are currently in the process of 

completing our Spend Plan setup. Our planned doses of these 
vaccines will be based on past ordering history trends and projected 
need.

• RSV – 0 ADU doses will be included in our Spend Plan. PED Abrysvo 
and both PED Beyfortus are under CDC allocation.



2024-2025 Respiratory Disease Season Vaccine Guidelines

• When to administer?
• Respiratory Disease Season is approximately October through 

March
Flu and COVID – September through March (and can continue as long as 
virus is in circulation – as of 8/10 PA had 79 reported cases of flu and we 
still see cases of COVID year-round) 
Pneumococcal – CDC summary of Who and When to Vaccinate broken out 
for children younger than 2, 2-4 without risk conditions, 2-5 with risk 
conditions, 6-18 with risk conditions, 19-64 with risk conditions, and 65 
and older 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/pneumo/hcp/who-when-to-vaccinate.html


2024-2025 Respiratory Disease Season Vaccine Guidelines

• When to administer?
Tdap

Adolescents should receive a single dose of Tdap, preferably at age 11 or 12 years.
Pregnant people should get a dose of Tdap during every pregnancy, preferably during 
the early part of the third trimester, to help protect the newborn from pertussis. 
Infants are most at risk for severe, life-threatening complications from pertussis.
Adults who have never received Tdap should get a dose of Tdap.
Adults should receive a booster dose of either Tdap or Td (a different vaccine that 
protects against tetanus and diphtheria but not pertussis) every 10 years, or after 5 
years in the case of a severe or dirty wound or burn. 

Abrysvo should be administered to pregnant people between 32-36 weeks 
gestation.

Abrysvo is effective and reduces the number of infants requiring Beyfortus during the respiratory disease 
season if they are born 14 or more days after Abrysvo was administered.

 



2024-2025 Respiratory Disease Season Vaccine Administration 

• Insurance coverage (VFC and our Adult program offers all these 
products for those who are uninsured and underinsured)

Flu
Most private plans, MA, Medicare Part B, and CHIP 
Available through VFC and our Adult Program

COVID
Most private plans, MA, Medicare Part B, and CHIP
Available through VFC and our Adult Program

Pneumococcal
Most private plans, MA, Medicare Part B, and CHIP
Available through VFC and our Adult Program



2024-2025 Respiratory Disease Season Vaccine Administration 

• Insurance coverage 
Tdap

Most private plans, MA, Medicare Part D*, and CHIP
Available through VFC and our Adult Program

Abrysvo
Most private plans, MA, Medicare Part D*, and CHIP
Available through VFC and our Adult Program

Beyfortus
Most private plans, MA, Medicare Part D*, CHIP

*Not part of original Medicare Part A and B. Must be joined separately to obtain coverage. 
Not all patients with Medicare will have coverage for immunizations covered by Part D.



Limiting Vaccine Waste 

• The PA Immunization Program helps to limit vaccine waste in the 
following ways:

Administration data is now required to be reported in PIERS for all PA 
Immunization Program supplied immunizations

By next respiratory disease season, BOI and providers will be able to see how much 
ordered vaccine was administered to better inform appropriate ordering 

Review provider population before approving orders
Inventory must be reconciled before every order or once a month
We track all vaccine waste and returns

Can trigger education visit to provide technical assistance to align ordering with use
Implement new processes or education to address trends (example: unit doors being 
left open)



Limiting Vaccine Waste 

• The PA Immunization Program helps to limit vaccine waste in the 
following ways:

Encourage providers to reach out regarding vaccines that will expire before 
use to help facilitate vaccine transfer to enrolled provider who will use
Encourage and help to facilitate minimum order sharing between providers 
with small populations
Providers required to have up to date emergency plans that all vaccine staff 
know and can readily access
Excessive vaccine waste is one of the red flags that triggers an 
unscheduled storage and handling visit
Ongoing waste after education and technical assistance trigger our 
noncompliance SOP which can lead to forceful disenrollment and a fraud 
and abuse investigation



Resources

• CDC Updates Vaccine Recommendations
• CDC Immunizations and Vaccine Product Summaries
• CDC Respiratory Illnesses Data Channel
• PA DOH Flu Dashboard (2024-2025 dashboard will be available)

https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/whats-new/cdc-updates-vaccine-recommendations-july-2024.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/php/info-by-product/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Flu/Pages/2023-24-Flu.aspx
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PIERS

PIERS
Go Live Migration Information

PIERS Registration
Training Updates

 



PIERS

Agenda:
• Introduction 
• Go Live 
• Demonstration

• How to Search for a Patient 
• How to Register
• Training
• Contact Information
• Questions



PIERS

GO Live

Migrated:

• 181 million immunization records
• 16 million patients
• 17,000 clinics
• 6,672 system users
• Over 550 HL7 providers



PIERS

How to Register for a PIERS account:

• Register as a business partner via the PIERS Business Partner Registration link
• Receive email with business partner user id (B-XXXXX)
• Complete the PIERS User Account Request Form and return form to email address listed

NOTE: A Business Partner ID application must be completed prior to completion of the PIERS 
User Account Request Form.

NOTE: Commonwealth of Pennsylvania employees (CWOPA) are NOT required to register for a 
Business Partner ID.



PIERS
User Registration Form:



PIERS

TRAINING

The following workshops are now being offered:

• Reconciliation for Non HL7 Clinics
• Reconciliation for HL7 Clinics
• Inventory
• Immunizations

  



CONTACT INFORMATION:

PIERS

• Email: RA-DHPIERSSUPPORT@PA.GOV

• Hotline Phone Number:1-877-774-4748

• Please include your VFC Pin # in your email and/or phone message.

• Disclaimer: Limit sending PHI to only what is required to assist with 
your request and to send any necessary PHI encrypted always.

mailto:RA-DHPIERSSUPPORT@PA.GOV


Questions
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