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OVERVIEW
The 22nd annual Pittsburgh Vascular Symposium will 
provide evaluation and critique of the current standards 
of care and future directions in the treatment of the 
vascular patient with respect to medical management, 
endovascular, and open therapies. Focusing on both 
evidence-based medicine, as well as new innovations,  
the symposium is designed for primary care providers, 
cardiologists, interventionalists, and vascular surgeons 
caring for patients with arterial and venous disease in 
academic and community settings.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
This course is designed for primary care providers, 
cardiologists, interventionalists, vascular surgeons, and 
other interested health care professionals who provide 
primary care services.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
At the conclusion of the program, attendees should be 
able to:

•	Explain the current standards of care for aortic and 
peripheral artery disease processes

•	Identify and distinguish the various aspects of a modern 
vascular medical and surgical practice

•	Recognize implications of a new era in health care 
delivery related to vascular pathology

•	Delineate the optimal treatment strategies for patients 
with extremity arterial diseases, aortic aneurysms, 
thoracic aortic diseases and dissection, carotid artery 
stenosis, and varicose veins

•	Discuss in detail multiple areas of cardiovascular 
medicine

•	Draw informed clinical decisions in cardiovascular 
medicine

•	Forecast and discuss important issues and trends in 
cardiovascular medicine

•	Assess health locally and regionally by evaluating the 
quality of medical care and disease prevention
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CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS
In support of improving patient care, the University  
of Pittsburgh is jointly accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME),  
the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), 
and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), 
to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.

Physician (CME)
The University of Pittsburgh designates this live activity 
for a maximum of 14.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate 
with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Other Healthcare Professionals: Other health care 
professionals will receive a certificate of attendance 
confirming the number of contact hours commensurate 
with the extent of participation in this activity.

WIRELESS INTERNET CONNECTION 
INFORMATION
For complimentary wireless internet access during the 
meeting, attendees should use the Fairmont Meeting 
wireless network and use the access code UPMC2025 
when prompted.

LOCATION AND ACCOMMODATIONS
The conference will be held in the Grand Ballroom on the 
second floor of the Fairmont Pittsburgh Hotel, located  
at 510 Market St., Pittsburgh, PA 15222.

PARKING
Parking is on your own, and facilities are available across 
the street from the Fairmont Pittsburgh Hotel.

SPECIAL NEEDS
Participation by all individuals is encouraged. Advance 
notification of any special needs will help us provide  
better service. Please notify us of your needs at least  
two weeks in advance of the program by emailing 
titchworthjs@upmc.edu.

VISIT THE UPMC HEART AND 
VASCULAR INSTITUTE WEBSITE
The UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute invites you to  
visit our website at UPMC.com/HVI. Learn more about us 
and receive information about the conditions we treat, 
treatment options, specialty programs, services, research 
and education, our experts, patient stories, and locations.
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THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2025
9 a.m.	 Continental Breakfast and Registration

9:55 a.m.	 Opening Remarks 
	 Michael Madigan, MD

Session I: Vascular Care - Better Together
Moderators:	 Sebastian Debus, MD and  
	 Michael Madigan, MD 

10 a.m.	 GLP-1 agonists, what do I need to know?
David Rometo, MD

10:08 a.m.	 Do we really need double antiplatelet  
	 therapy for every vascular patient?

Katherine Reitz, MD

10:16 a.m.	 Vascular medicine is a critical component  
	 to optimal care

Natalie Marks, MD

10:24 a.m.	 Flaps and other solutions for  
	 complex wounds 

Brodie Parent, MD

10:32 a.m.	 What am I looking for in a spine exposure?
Bryan Rynearson, MD

10:40 a.m.	 Spine exposure tips and tricks
Michael Madigan, MD

10:48 a.m.	 Panel Discussion 

11:04 a.m.	 Medical AI apps are proliferating:  
	 Are they helping patients or providers?

Suresh Mulukutla, MD

11:12 a.m.	 Can we prevent stent thrombosis?
John Pacella, MD

11:20 a.m.	 How 3D printing can improve  
	 vascular surgery

Anish Ghodadra, MD

11:28 a.m.	 My patients and I love the OBL.  
	 Which patients are appropriate? 

Enrico Ascher, MD

11:36 a.m.	 I agree, but I built OBLs and ASC and now  
	 I regret it.

Gennady Geskin, MD

11:44 a.m.	 Discussion

Noon	 Lunch

Session II: Carotid, Vascular Lab

Moderators:	 Enrico Ascher, MD and  
	 Geetha Jeyabalan, MD

1 p.m. 	 Have we solved the carotid duplex criteria? 
Steven Leers, MD

1:08 p.m. 	 Vascular ultrasound is an invaluable  
	 adjunct during all phases of care

Natalie Marks, MD 

1:16 p.m. 	 Cerebral Hyperperfusion Syndrome  
	 After Carotid Interventions: Dogmas,  
	 Questions, and One Suggestion

Enrico Ascher, MD 

1:24 p.m. 	 Debate: CEA is still the gold standard  
	 for carotid intervention

Matthew Corriere, MD

1:32 p.m. 	 Debate: TCAR is the new standard for  
	 carotid intervention

Elizabeth Genovese, MD

1:40 p.m. 	 Tips and tricks for the challenging  
	 TCAR case

Peter Rossi, MD

1:48 p.m. 	 Common carotid artery disease, is there  
	 data to support intervention?

Geetha Jeyabalan, MD

1:56 p.m. 	 Discussion

2:16 p.m. 	 Case Presentation and Discussion 

2:30 p.m. 	 Break, Exhibits, and Simulation Time 

3 p.m. 	 Special Lecture: Mentorship -  
	 “A Personal Journey” 

Keith Calligaro, MD
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THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2025 (cont’d)

Session III: Venous/Dialysis
Moderators:	 Chelsea Dorsey, MD and Ellen Dillavou, MD

3:30 p.m. 	 Is there any room for improvement for  
	 superficial ablation strategies? 

Chelsea Dorsey, MD

3:38 p.m. 	 Iliocaval Reconstruction 
Ellen Dillavou, MD

3:46 p.m. 	 Transposition of the femoral vein in deep  
	 vein reflux

Sebastian Debus, MD

3:54 p.m. 	 Integration of AI in diagnosing DVT 
Efthymios Avgerinos, MD

4:02 p.m. 	 Comprehensive evaluation and treatment  
	 for pelvic congestion syndrome

Ulka Sachdev, MD

4:10 p.m. 	 Advanced catheter configuration for  
	 peritoneal dialysis 

Eric Hager, MD

4:18 p.m. 	 When is percutaneous AVF a good option?  
	 When is it not?

Theodore Yuo, MD

4:26 p.m. 	 Creative access when standard AVF/AVG  
	 are not an option

Ellen Dillavou, MD

4:32 p.m. 	 Discussion

4:46 p.m. 	 Case Presentation and Discussion 

5 p.m. 	 Thursday Adjournment 
Michael Madigan, MD

5 p.m. 	 Cocktail Reception in Ballroom Foyer 
Meet the Professors  

5:30 p.m. 	 Case Competition by Fellows in Knox   

7 p.m. 	 Dinner for U.S. and International Faculty 

7 p.m. 	 Resident and Fellows Outing

 

FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2025
7 a.m.	 Continental Breakfast and Registration

7:55 a.m.	 Opening Remarks 
	 Michael Madigan, MD

Session IV: Aortic 
Moderators:	 Sara Zettervall, MD and  
	 Georges Al-Khoury, MD

8 a.m. 	 Which bridging stent is best for complex  
	 aortic procedures? 

Athanasios Katsargyris, MD

8:08 a.m. 	 Who gets an open AAA repair in 2025?
Edith Tzeng, MD

8:16 a.m. 	 AAA rupture: EVAR or bust? 
Raymond Eid, MD 

8:24 a.m. 	 Can the aortic wall be stabilized to prevent  
	 AAA growth? 

Rabih Chaer, MD

8:32 a.m.	 Is the internal iliac artery worth saving  
	 during EVAR? 

Misaki Kiguchi, MD

8:40 a.m. 	 Approaches to the type IA endoleak
Sara Zettervall, MD

8:48 a.m. 	 How to manage the angulated neck  
	 with EVAR

Georges Al-Khoury, MD

8:56 a.m. 	 Discussion 

9:16 a.m. 	 Case Presentation and Discussion 

9:30 a.m. 	 Break, Exhibits, and Simulation Time 	
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FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2025 (cont’d)

Session V: PAD I/Mesenteric
Moderators:	 Misty Humphries, MD and  
	 Matthew Corriere, MD

10 a.m. 	 How to incorporate shared decision  
	 making for CTLI

Matthew Corriere, MD

10:08 a.m.	 Using telemedicine to improve limb  
	 salvage in rural communities 

Misty Humphries, MD 

10:16 a.m. 	 Covered stents, DCB, DES: Is there any role  
	 left for POBA and bare metal stents? 

Daniel Bertges, MD

10:24 a.m. 	 My approach to challenging calcified  
	 fem-pop occlusive disease

Raul Guzman, MD

10:32 a.m. 	 Which patients to consider for deep  
	 arterialization

Lindsey Haga, MD 

10:40 a.m. 	 What is my approach to the young patient  
	 with PAD?

Misaki Kiguchi, MD

10:48 a.m. 	 Can we make any progress to improve  
	 outcomes for AMI?

Desiree Picone, MD

10:54 a.m. 	 Discussion 

11:14 a.m. 	 Case Presentation and Discussion 

11:30 a.m. 	 Keynote Lecture: Current trends and new  
	 options for thoracoabdominal aortic repair  
	 to overcome spinal cord ischemia

Sebastian Debus, MD

Noon 	 Lunch and Exhibits

Session VI: PAD II, ALI
Moderators:	 Daniel Bertges, MD and  
	 Elizabeth Genovese, MD

1 p.m. 	 Should I worry about or ignore in stent  
	 re-stenosis in the SFA? 

Daniel Bertges, MD 

1:08 p.m. 	 The pedal bypass remains a durable limb  
	 salvage option 

Raul Guzman, MD

1:16 p.m. 	 Improving limb salvage outcomes in the  
	 disadvantaged population 

Chelsea Dorsey, MD

1:24 p.m. 	 Below the knee adjuncts for PAD treatment 
Elizabeth Genovese, MD 

1:32 p.m. 	 Aortobifemoral bypass remains a viable  
	 procedure in 2025

Gregory Salzler, MD

1:40 p.m. 	 Suction thrombectomy always works  
	 on social media

Natalie Sridharan, MD

1:48 p.m. 	 Is a common femoral stent ever an  
	 appropriate option?

Efthymios Avgerinos, MD

1:54 p.m. 	 Discussion 

2:14 p.m. 	 Case Presentation and Discussion 

2:30 p.m. 	 Break and exhibits 

3 p.m. 	 Special Lecture: Forging Vascular  
	 Surgeons of Tomorrow: Balancing  
	 Autonomy and Excellence in the  
	 Quality Era 

Misty Humphries, MD
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FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2025 (cont’d)

Session VII: Arch/Thoracic
Moderators:	 Keith Calligaro, MD and Michael J. Singh, MD

3:30 p.m. 	 The Uncomplicated type B dissection:  
	 Do we really need a randomized trial?

Peter Rossi, MD

3:38 p.m. 	 IMPROVE-AD for uncomplicated dissections 
Michael J. Singh, MD 

3:46 p.m. 	 Strategies to minimize SCI after TEVAR:  
	 Is there any role for prophylactic  
	 spinal drainage? 

Athanasios Katsargyris, MD

3:54 p.m. 	 Endovascular approaches to the aortic arch
Nathan Liang, MD

4:02 p.m. 	 In situ fenestration: Bailout or a great  
	 planned procedure? 

Sara Zettervall, MD

4:10 p.m. 	 Management strategy for infected aortic  
	 aneurysms

Keith Calligaro, MD 

4:18 p.m. 	 Endoanchor use in the thoracic aorta 
Geetha Jeyabalan, MD

4:26 p.m. 	 Discussion 

4:46 p.m. 	 Case Presentation and Discussion 

5 p.m. 	 Friday Adjournment 
Michael Madigan, MD

SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2025
7 a.m.	 Continental Breakfast and Registration

7:55 a.m.	 Opening Remarks
Michael Madigan, MD

Session VIII: My Worst Case: What Would  
You Do?
Moderator:	 Michel S. Makaroun, MD 

8 a.m. 	 Unique and Challenging Case 
Athanasios Katsargyris, MD

8:15 a.m. 	 Unique and Challenging Case 
Peter Rossi, MD

8:30 a.m. 	 Unique and Challenging Case 
Misty Humphries, MD 

8:45 a.m. 	 Unique and Challenging Case 
Daniel Bertges, MD 

9 a.m. 	 Unique and Challenging Case 
Efthymios Avgerinos, MD

9:15 a.m. 	 Break 

Session IX: My Worst Case: What Would  
You Do? 
Moderator:	 Rabih Chaer, MD 

9:30 a.m. 	 Unique and Challenging Case 
Matthew Corriere, MD

9:45 a.m. 	 Unique and Challenging Case
Sara Zettervall, MD 

10 a.m. 	 Unique and Challenging Case
Raul Guzman, MD

10:15 a.m. 	 Unique and Challenging Case
Ellen Dillavou, MD

10:30 a.m. 	 Conference Adjournment
Michael Madigan, MD
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INTERNATIONAL GUEST FACULTY
Efthymios Avgerinos, MD
Athens Medical Center 
University of Pittsburgh 
Athens, Greece

Sebastian Debus, MD
University Heart Center 
University of Hamburg 
Eppendorf, Germany

Athanasios (Thanos) Katsargyris, MD
Paracelsus Medical University 
Nuremberg, Germany

UPMC FACULTY
Georges E. Al-Khoury, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery 
Division of Vascular Surgery

Rabih Chaer, MD, MSc 
Professor of Surgery 
Division of Vascular Surgery 

Raymond Eid, MD 
Assistant Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery 

Anish Ghodadra, MD
Assistant Professor 
Department of Radiology

Lindsey Haga, MD 
Assistant Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery 

Eric Hager, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery

Steven A. Leers, MD, RVT, RPVI, FSVU 
Medical Director, UPMC Vascular Laboratories  
Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery 

Nathan L. Liang, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery 

Michael C. Madigan, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery 
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UPMC FACULTY (cont’d)

Michel S. Makaroun, MD 
The Marshall W. Webster M.D. Chair in Vascular Surgery  
Professor of Surgery and Clinical Translational Science 
University of Pittsburgh 

Suresh Mulukutla, MD 
Director of Analytics-Cardiology 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute  
Associate Professor of Medicine  
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

John Pacella, MD
Interventional Cardiologist 
Professor of Medicine 
UPMC Heart and Vascular Institute

Brodie Parent, MD
Assistant Professor 
UPMC Department of Plastic Surgery

Desiree Picone, MD
Division of Vascular Surgery

Katherine Reitz, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery 

David Rometo, MD
Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine 
Endocrinology and Metabolism

Bryan Rynearson, MD
Orthopaedic Spine Associates – UPMC

Ulka Sachdev, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery  
Director, Vascular Residency Program  
Division of Vascular Surgery 

Michael J. Singh, MD, MBA,  
FACS, DFSVS, RPVI 
Associate Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery

Natalie Sridharan, MD 
Assistant Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery 

Edith Tzeng, MD 
Interim Chief, Professor of Surgery  
Division of Vascular Surgery 

Theodore Yuo, MD 
Assistant Professor of Surgery  
Assistant Professor, University of Pittsburgh Clinical and 
Translational Science Institute  
Scholar, Multidisciplinary Clinical  
Research Scholars Program 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
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U.S. GUEST FACULTY
Enrico Ascher, MD
NYU Langone Hospital  
New York, N.Y.

Daniel Bertges, MD
The Robert Larner College of Medicine 
University of Vermont Medical Center 
Burlington, Vt.

Keith Calligaro, MD
The Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Pa.

Matthew Corriere, MD
The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 
Columbus, Ohio

Ellen Dillavou, MD
WakeMed Hospitals 
Raleigh, N.C.

Chelsea Dorsey, MD
The University of Chicago Medical Center 
Chicago, Ill.

Elizabeth Genovese, MD
The Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Pa.

Gennady Geskin, MD
Penn Highlands Mon Valley and Jefferson Hospital 
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Raul Guzman, MD
Yale New Haven Hospital 
New Haven, Conn.

Misty Humphries, MD
UC Davis Medical Center 
Sacramento, Ca.

Geetha Jeyabalan, MD
MedStar Heart & Vascular Institute 
Annapolis, Md.

Misaki Kiguchi, MD
MedStar Health Georgetown University Hospital 
Washington, D.C.

Natalie Marks, MD
NYU Langone Hospital 
New York, N.Y.

Peter Rossi, MD
Froedtert Hospital 
Milwaukee, Wis.

Gregory Salzler, MD
Geisinger Health System 
Danville, Pa.

Sara Zettervall, MD
University of Washington Medical Center 
Seattle, Wash.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
COMMERCIAL SUPPORT
We gratefully acknowledge the following for their 
generous support.

GRANTS
Diamond Level
•	W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

Platinum Level
•	Boston Scientific Corporation 

•	Medtronic

•	Terumo Aortic

Gold Level
•	Abbott Laboratories

•	Cook Medical, LLC

EXHIBITORS
•	Abbott Vascular

•	B. Braun Interventional 
Systems, Inc. 

•	BD (Becton Dickinson) 

•	Boston Scientific 
Corporation 

•	Cagent Vascular 

•	Centerline Biomedical 

•	Cook Medical, LLC 

•	ēlizur

•	Hanger Clinic

•	Humacyte, Inc. 

•	Inari Medical

•	LeMaitre Vascular, Inc.

•	Medtronic - Aortic 

•	Medtronic - Peripheral 
Vascular

•	Organogenesis

•	Penumbra, Inc.

•	Pfizer, Inc.

•	Philips

•	Reflow Medical 

•	Shockwave Medical

•	Surmodics, Inc. 

•	Tactile Medical 

•	Teleflex 

•	Terumo

•	W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.  

FACULTY DISCLOSURES
All individuals in a position to control the content of this 
education activity have disclosed all financial relationships 
with any companies whose primary business is producing, 
marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare 
products used by or on patients. 

All of the relevant financial relationships for the individuals 
listed below have been mitigate.

•	Efthymios Avgerinos, MD, is a member of the CE 
Speakers’ Bureau for Angiodynamics, BD Medical, 
Bentley InnoMed GmbH, Inari Medical, Medtronic, Inc., 
and Philips.

•	Rabih Chaer, MD, is a consultant for Boston Scientific.

•	Ellen Dillavou, MD, is a member of the CE Speakers’ 
Bureau for 3M/KCI, Gore Medical, and Merit Medical 
Systems, Inc., and a consultant for 3M/KCI, Gore  
Medical, and Merit Medical Systems, Inc., and receives 
grant/research support from 3M/KCI, Gore Medical,  
and Venostent.

•	Elizabeth Genovese, MD, is a member of the CE 
Speakers’ Bureau for Abbott Laboratories, Boston 
Scientific, Cook Medical, Gore Medical, Inari Medical, 
Penumbra, Inc., Philips, and Shockwave Medical  
and a consultant for Boston Scientific, Cook Medical, 
Philips, and Shockwave Medical.

•	Eric Hager, MD, is a consultant for Bard and  
Medtronic, Inc.

•	Misty Humphries, MD, is a consultant for 3M/KCI,  
Gore Medical, and Venostent and receives grant  
and research support from Medtronic, Inc. and 
Shockwave Medical.

•	Athanasios Katsargyris, MD, receives speaker and/or 
proctor fees from Artivion, Inc., Bentley InnoMed GmbH, 
Cook Medical, and W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

•	Misaki Kiguchi, MD, is a member of the CE Speakers’ 
Bureau for Boston Scientific and Medtronic, Inc. 
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FACULTY DISCLOSURES (CONT’D)

•	Nathan Liang, MD, is a member of the CE Speakers’ 
Bureau for Cook Medical, Penumbra Inc. and W.L. 
Gore & Associates, Inc., a consultant for W.L. Gore 
& Associates, Inc., and receives grant and research 
support from Medtronic, Inc. He is also the co-founder, 
owner, and CEO of Aneurisk, Inc. 

•	Michel Makaroun, MD, is a consultant for W.L. Gore & 
Associates, Inc. and a steering committee member for 
Nectero Medical.

•	David Rometo, MD, has a paid position on the Data and 
Safety Monitoring Board for Amylyx Pharmaceuticals’ 
LUCIDITY clinical trial (post-bariatric hypoglycemia). 

•	Peter Rossi, MD, is a member of the CE Speakers’ Bureau 
for Cook Medical and Gore Medical, a consultant for 
AtriCure, Inc., Endospan Ltd., and Shockwave Medical, 
and receives grant and research support from Endologix, 
Gore Medical, and Terumo Aortic.

•	Theodore Yuo, MD, receives grant and research support 
from Merit Medical Systems, Inc. 

•	Sara Zettervall, MD, is a consultant for Cook Medical, 
Terumo Aortic, and W.L Gore & Associates, Inc.

No other members of the planning committee, speakers, 
presenters, authors, content reviewers and/or anyone 
else in a position to control the content of this education 
activity have relevant financial relationships with any 
companies whose primary business is producing, 
marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare 
products used by or on patients.

Disclaimer
The information presented at this CME program represents 
the views and opinions of the individual presenters, and 
does not constitute the opinion or endorsement of, or 
promotion by, the UPMC Center for Continuing Education 
in the Health Sciences, UPMC/ University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center or Affiliates and University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine. Reasonable efforts have been taken 
intending for educational subject matter to be presented 
in a balanced, unbiased fashion and in compliance with 
regulatory requirements. However, each program attendee 
must always use his/her own personal and professional 
judgment when considering further application of this 
information, particularly as it may relate to patient 
diagnostic or treatment decisions including, without 
limitation, FDA-approved uses and any off-label uses. 

For additional information, contact the Event Manager, 
Jennifer Titchworth, at titchworthjs@upmc.edu.

VISIT THE UPMC CENTER FOR 
CONTINUING EDUCATION IN THE  
HEALTH SCIENCES WEBSITE
The UPMC Center for Continuing Education in the  
Health Sciences invites you to visit our website at  
https://cce.upmc.com. Receive information on CME 
programs, earn CME credits on the internet, and access 
information about our formal courses and much more. 
Discover who we are and how you can contact us.  
Please visit our web location often to get updated 
information on upcoming programs.
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