COE Learning Network: Effective Communication About Medications for Opioid Use Disorder
Presenters:  Raagini Jawa, MD, MPH, FASAM
Date and Time: 1/28/2026, 12pm-1:15 pm
Location: Virtual Training (on Zoom) 
Host: University of Pittsburgh, School of Pharmacy, Program and Evaluation Unit (PERU)
Target Audience: Centers of Excellence Leadership and Staff

Training Objectives:
· Recognize how language and attitudes influence perceptions of MOUD.
· Use trauma-informed and culturally responsive communication to support client understanding and reduce stigma during MOUD education.
· Accurately describe all MOUD options in plain language in a way that is non-stigmatizing.
Agenda:
1. Introduction 
2. Overdose Crisis
3. Stigma as a Barrier to MOUD
a. Attitudes that influence perceptions of MOUD
b. Practice responding to client questions
c. Stigma reduction techniques
d. Person first language
4. Trauma Informed Principles
5. Goals of MOUD 
6. Types of MOUD
7. How Opioids Function
8. MOUD effectiveness across types
9. Review of MOUD Types
a. Naltrexone
b. Methadone
c. Buprenorphine
10. Comparing Types of MOUD
a. Shared decision making about type of MOUD
11. MOUD Education
a. Explanations
b. Stigma reduction
12. Questions
13. Discussion
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