Course Proposal for Continuing Education Credits
Course Title:
When Patients Can No Longer Make Their Own Medical Decisions: Capacity, Surrogates, and Advance Directives
Target Audience:
· Nurses
· Social Workers
Course Description:
This course provides an in-depth review of ethical, legal, and clinical considerations when patients lose the ability to make their own medical decisions. Participants will learn how to assess decision-making capacity, identify appropriate surrogate decision makers, and apply advance directives in practice. The session emphasizes interdisciplinary collaboration and patient-centered care.
Measurable Learning Outcomes
At the conclusion of this activity, participants will be able to:
1. Describe the clinical criteria used to determine decision-making capacity in adult patients.
2. Differentiate between decision-making capacity and legal competency and explain their implications for healthcare practice.
3. Identify the legally recognized hierarchy of surrogate decision makers according to state law and institutional policy.
4. Interpret advance directives and apply them appropriately in patient care scenarios.
5. Analyze ethical principles (autonomy, beneficence, justice) when making decisions for incapacitated patients.
Content Outline:
1. Introduction
· Importance of decision-making capacity in healthcare
· Overview of ethical and legal frameworks
2. Determination of Capacity
· Clinical criteria and assessment tools
· Common misconceptions and challenges
3. Surrogate Decision Makers
· Hierarchy of decision makers under state law
· Role of guardianship and healthcare proxies
4. Advance Directives
· Types (Living Will, Durable Power of Attorney for Healthcare, POLST/MOLST)
· How to honor and interpret directives in practice
5. Case Studies and Discussion
· Real-world scenarios for interdisciplinary problem-solving
Teaching Methods:
· Lecture with slides
· Interactive case discussions
· Q&A session
Duration:
1 hour (can be adjusted based on requirements)
Continuing Education Credit Justification:
This course addresses critical competencies in ethical and legal decision-making for healthcare professionals. It supports compliance with regulatory standards and promotes best practices in patient-centered care.
Presenter Qualifications:
Zane A. Leydig, MBA, LCSW, HEC-C, CCISM
Licensed Certified Social Worker
Certified Healthcare Ethics Consultant
Evaluation Method:
· Post-course quiz 
· Participant feedback survey

