COE Learning Network: Intimate Partner Violence
Presenters:  Mae Reale, MA
Date and Time: 2/11/2026, 12pm-1:15 pm
Location: Virtual Training (on Zoom) 
Host: University of Pittsburgh, School of Pharmacy, Program and Evaluation Unit (PERU)
Target Audience: Centers of Excellence Leadership and Staff

Training Objectives:
· Discuss the intersection of substance use and domestic violence.
· Use trauma-informed, client-centered approaches to ask about relationships and well-being.
· Respond empathetically to disclosures of domestic violence.
· Ensure supportive responses when concerns exist but no disclosure is made.

Agenda:
1. Introduction 
2. Understanding IPV and Substance Use
a. The relationship between IPV, substance use, and treatment engagement
b. Barriers to disclosure and help-seeking among clients
c. “Domestic Violence Counts” snapshot: scope and prevalence in Pennsylvania 
3. Recognizing IPV in COE Settings
a. Common signs and indicators of IPV in clinical and care management interactions
b. Special considerations:
i. Pregnancy and increased risk of coercion
ii. Brain injury related to IPV, strangulation, overdose, and hypoxia
c. Key implications for assessment, documentation, and engagement 
4. Responding to Disclosure and Supporting Safety
a. Trauma-responsive approaches to asking about IPV
b. Limits of confidentiality and mandated reporting (plain-language communication)
c. Supporting client autonomy, safety planning, and informed choice
d. Introduction to relevant resources (e.g., Brain Injury Resource Line, DV programs) 
5. Collaboration and Cross-System Partnerships
a. Role of COEs in partnering with domestic violence organizations
b. Resource sharing without reliance on disclosure
c. Strategies for ongoing collaboration with DV, mental health, and substance use systems
d. Plans of Safe Care and coordination considerations in Pennsylvania 
6. Discussion and Q&A
7. Reflections on practice challenges and opportunities
8. Questions and next steps for COE teams
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