COE Learning Network: Wound Care
Presenters:  Raagini Jawa, MD, MPH, FASAM
Date and Time: 3/11/2026, 12pm-1:15 pm
Location: Virtual Training (on Zoom) 
Host: University of Pittsburgh, School of Pharmacy, Program and Evaluation Unit (PERU)
Target Audience: Centers of Excellence Leadership and Staff

Training Objectives:
· Discuss common skin infections and wounds associated with drug use. 
· Recognize the barriers clients face in accessing care services and the risks of untreated skin infections and wounds. 
· Collaborate with medical partners to ensure clients receive comprehensive wound management.
Agenda:
1. Introduction 
2. Why This Matters
a. Drug-related wounds are common, preventable, and escalate quickly without care
b. Delayed care leads to severe infection, disability, and high system impact
3. Understanding Wounds
a. Healing is shaped by health, injection practices, and access to sterile supplies
b. Wounds range from mild infections to chronic and life-threatening conditions
4. Barriers to Care
a. Stigma, fear of withdrawal, and prior negative experiences delay care
b. Delays increase risk of serious complications and amputation
5. Care-Seeking
a. Trust, safety, and prior experiences drive decisions
6. COE Role
a. Trauma-informed, non-judgmental engagement
b. Early identification of warning signs
c. Low barrier supports (supplies, education, trusted referrals)
7. Self-Care, Safer Use, and Xylazine
a. Support existing self-care and harm-reduction practices
b. Xylazine has increased wound severity and complexity
c. Compassionate, conservative care improves outcomes
8. Collaboration and Healing
a. Healing is possible with early, coordinated care
b. Warm handoffs and harm-reduction-aligned partnerships are essential
9. Skill Practice
10. Discussion
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