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PA Maternal Health Symposium 
May 19-May 20, 2026 
Blair County Convention Center, Altoona, PA

A state-wide summit of the Perinatal Action Collaborative (PAC), the Perinatal Quality Collaborative (PQC), and maternal health advocates to network, discuss best practices, and learn about innovative strategies to improve maternal health in Pennsylvania. 

DAY ONE – Learning Objectives:
· Discuss strategies for SDOH screening, setting patient referral expectations, and building localized referral relationships  
· Describe maternal- and neonatal-specific domains of SDOH screening 
· Identify opportunities for improvement in existing SDOH screening and referral processes

DAY TWO – Learning Objectives:
· Describe projects and key takeaways from the maternal health innovation grants program
· Describe postpartum discharge considerations to build support networks in the fourth trimester
· Discuss how care and services in the postpartum period could be improved based on the personal experiences shared by birthing people
· Identify successful strategies in own work related to implementing Pennsylvania’s Maternal Health Strategic Plan
· Describe perinatal health needs, resources, current initiatives and opportunities for maternal and family health partnerships across PA regions 
DAY ONE – May 19, 2026

	Time 
	Agenda Item
	Presenter 

	2:00-2:30 pm
	Registration
Coffee, tea, water throughout day
	

	2:30-2:40 pm
	Welcome 

	PA PQC Staff



	2:40-3:40 pm
	Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) Screening and Referrals Keynote

	Fan Lee, MD



	3:40-3:50 pm
	Break
	


	3:50-5:10 pm
	SDOH Screening and Referrals Workshop

· Identify maternal- and neonatal-specific domains for SDOH screening
· Opportunities for improving SDOH screening and referral processes
· Tools for building your referral “short-list” 


	Fan Lee, MD and PA PQC Staff


	5:10-5:30 pm
	Debrief, Takeaways, action items
	





DAY TWO – May 20, 2026: 

	Time
	Agenda Item
	Speaker(s)

	8:00 – 8:10 am 
	Welcome                   
	

	8:10 – 8:40 am 
	Overview of Programs 
PA Perinatal Quality Collaborative (PQC), Perinatal Action Collaborative (PAC), and the Maternal Health Grant Program

	Jennifer Condel
Carolyn Byrnes
Alaina Conner

	8:40 - 9:15 am
	Panel: Implementing Maternal Health Innovations
· Dr. Katherine Guyon-Harris, Assistant Professor, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine: Innovation awardee
· Michele Tedder, Malama Health: Innovation awardee
· Mackenzie Kemp, Project Lead, IMPACT Institute: Healthy Food Access awardee
· Dr. Meredith Spada, UPMC: Perinatal TiPS
· Syreeta Gordon, Founder, Kangaroo Birthing and Unshakeable Motherhood: Innovation awardee
· 
	Moderated by Anjelica Sanders, Chief of Staff, Representative Morgan Cephas


	9:15 – 10:15 am
	Keynote 
Fourth Trimester: Postpartum Discharge Transition 
	Kimberly Harper, MSN, RN, MHA and 
Elizabeth Soto, BSN, RN

	10:15– 10:25 am
	Break, transition to breakout rooms
	

	10:25 – 11:25 am


	Regional Breakouts 
	Facilitated by PQC, PAC & MCH Staff

	11:25 – 11:30 am
	Return to Main Room
	

	11:30 am –  
12:00 pm

	Panel: Understanding the 4th Trimester Through Lived Experience 
· Imani Davis
· Caitlin Davidson
· Roxanne Green, EdD, MPH

	Moderated by Joanne Craig, MS, Chief Impact Officer, The Foundation for Delaware County

	12:00 – 1:00 pm
	Peer-to-Peer Networking Lunch 

	 

	1:00 – 2:00 pm
	Poster Session 

	

	2:00 – 2:40 pm
	Maternal Health Strategic Plan Knowledge Cafes
· Rural Health and Maternity Care Deserts
· Health Related Social Needs (HRSN)
· Workforce
· Behavioral Health / Substance Use Disorder
· Access to High Quality Care
	

	2:40 – 2:45pm 
	Transition time – return to the Main Room
	

	2:45 – 3:00 pm
	Takeaways and Closing Remarks
	Valerie A. Arkoosh, MD, MPH
Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, 
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