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HealthChoices PCMH Learning Network
September Supplemental Learning Session
Oral Cancer Prevention and Early Detection


Thursday, September 24, 2026
9:00 to 10:00 a.m. via Zoom


Learning Objectives 

· Describe key epidemiologic and clinical features of oral cancer relevant to primary care practice.
· Identify characteristics of oral lesions and examination findings that may indicate increased risk for oral cancer and warrant further evaluation.
· Discuss approaches to the evaluation and workup of suspected oral cancer, including indications for biopsy and referral.
· Describe current approaches to oral cancer treatment and the implications of emerging therapies for patient care.

Agenda

9:00 a.m. to 9:05 a.m. – Welcome and Overview – Robert Ferguson, MPH, Chief Policy Officer, Pittsburgh Regional Health Initiative (PRHI)

9:05 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. – Oral Cancer Prevention and Early Detection – James Gates, DMD, MD, FACS, Assistant Professor of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery and Pharmacology, Penn Dental Medicine.

9:45 a.m. – 9:55 a.m. – Q&A – moderated by Robert Ferguson, MPH, Chief Policy Officer, Pittsburgh Regional Health Initiative (PRHI)

9:55 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. – Wrap-Up – Robert Ferguson, MPH, Chief Policy Officer, Pittsburgh Regional Health Initiative (PRHI)
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