Thursday, September 10, 2026
12:00 – 12:55 PM	LUNCH (RSVP when register)
Welcome – Sylvia Choi, MD
Panel Discussion 	Moderator – Mary Ellen Vajravelu, MD, MSHP

“Building the Future of Women in Science and Medicine”

Anita K. McElroy, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of Pediatrics
Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

Traci Kazmerski, MD, MS
Associate Professor of Pediatrics and Clinical and Translational Science
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
Associate Vice Chair of Clinical Research, Department of Pediatrics
Training Director, Pediatrics T32 Research Training Program
Chair, Transition Task Force, UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
Chair, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation TDN SHARING Working Group

Arjumand Ghazi, PhD
Associate Professor of Pediatrics
Co-Director, Genetics, Genomics and Growth Center (G3C)
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

12:55 – 1:05 PM	BREAK

Keynote Speaker	


Women in Science Symposium (WinS) 2026
UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 

1:05 – 1:10 PM	Introduction – John Alcorn, PhD, ATSF
	
	
	



1:10 – 1:30 PM	Sarah Gaffen, PhD
Gerald P. Rodnan Professor
Director of Basic Rheumatology & Clinical Immunology
University of Pittsburgh

1:30 – 1:40 PM	Q&A

Research Talks	
1:40 – 1:45 PM	Moderator/Introduction – Sameer Agnihotri, PhD
1:45 – 1:55 PM	Laurie A. Silva, PhD
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases

1:55 – 2:05 PM	Janina Kueper, MD
PGY-5, Senior Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Resident
Department of Plastic Surgery
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

2:05 - 2:15 PM 	Dhivyaa Rajasundaram, PhD
Associate Professor of Pediatrics and Biomedical Informatics
Director, Bioinformatics Core
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

2:15 – 2:20 PM	Q&A

2:20 – 2:30 PM	BREAK

2:30 – 2:35 PM	Moderator/Introduction – Mary Ellen Vajravelu, MD, MSHP

2:35 – 2:45 PM	Jayde Hooven-Davis, MD, MS
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
Division of Endocrinology & Diabetes
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

2:45 – 2:55 PM	Jenny Ruiz, MD, MSCE
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
Division of Pediatric Hematology-Oncology & Stem Cell Transplantation
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
2:55 – 3:05 PM	Daniela Brissett, MD
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
Division of Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
3:05 – 3:10 PM	Q&A
3:10 – 3:15 PM	Moderator/Introduction – Alison Culyba, MD, PhD, MPH

3:15 – 3:25 PM	Blanda Di Luccia, PhD
Research Assistant Professor
Department of Immunology
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

3:25 – 3:35 PM	Brooke Dresden, BS
Senior Graduate Student
Program in Microbiology and Immunology
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

3:35 – 3:45 PM	Carolina Pinzon-Guzman, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Pediatric General and Thoracic Surgery
Department of Surgery
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

3:45 – 3:50 PM	Q&A



Women in Science Symposium (WinS) 2026
UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 

3:50 – 4:00 PM	Conclusion – Sylvia Choi, MD
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