
Conference Schedule at a Glance 
 

 

8:00—9:00a Pediatric Grand Rounds  

Caring for Systems-Involved Youth 

Kym Ahrens, MD, MPH 

Associate Professor  

Division of Adolescent Medicine  

Seattle Children’s Hospital and the University of 

Washington School of Medicine. 

 

9:00—9:15a Meet and Greet with Pediatric Grand Rounds 

Speaker  

Kym Ahrens, MD, MH+PH 

Associate Professor  

Division of Adolescent Medicine  

Seattle Children’s Hospital and the University of 

Washington School of Medicine. 

 

9:15—9:20a Welcome and Introductions   

  Elizabeth Miller, MD, PhD 

Director, Division of Adolescent and Young Adult 

Medicine  

UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 

Professor of Pediatrics; University of Pittsburgh 

School of Medicine 

 
9:20—9:50a  Pathways to and Through Care for Multi-

Systems Involved Youth and Young Adults with SED/SMI 
Nev Jones, PhD 
Assistant Professor  
School of Social Work, University of Pittsburgh  

 

 

9:50-10:00a Break  

 

10:00—10:30a  The Critical Role of Sleep Among Youth 
Involved in the Juvenile Justice System 

Jessica Levenson, PhD, DBSM 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and 
Pediatrics, University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist  

 

10:30-10:45a Wellness Break  

 

10:45—11:15a  LGBTQ+ Youth Need Normalcy Too; A Law 
Review in Foster Care 

Amanda Cruce, MSW, LCSW  
PhD Student and Graduate Student Assistant   
School of Social Work, University of Pittsburgh  

 

11:15-11:45a Youth as Change Agents: Youth 
Participatory Action Research (YPAR) in Pittsburgh 

Nicholas Szoko, MD 
TL1 Postdoctoral Scholar, Adolescent 

Medicine Fellow 
Division of Adolescent and Young Adult 

Medicine, UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 
 

11:45p—1:00p  Lunch and Posters  

 

1:00-1:50p Workshops  

1. Doing research with systems-involved youth– Kym Ahrens, 
MD, MH+PH 

2. Serving LGBTQIA+ Youth Involved with Child Welfare and 
Juvenile Court – Alicyn Simpson, Peer Support Specialist and 
Amanda Cruce, MSW, LCSW 

3. Engaging Caregivers and Community to Promote Thriving 
Youth -  Latrice Rollins, PhD, MSW, Assistant Professor, 
Community Health and Preventive Medicine, Director, 
National African American Child and Family Research Center, 
Morehouse School of Medicine 

 

 

2:00-2:50p  Workshops  

1. Caring for Youth who are Experiencing Exploitation  - Shenoa 

Jamieson, CRNP and Emily Martz, MSW 

2. Engaging Youth, Building Trust - Lanika Dorsey and Towan Hall, 

Youth Engagement Specialists, Allegheny County DHS 

3. Translating Research for Policy and Practice -  Maya Ragavan, MD, 

MS, MPH and Nick Szoko, MD 

 

 

2:50-3:00p Evaluations and Adjournment 

 

 

 


