Pharmacotherapeutic Contact Hour Requirements 

“How do I award pharmacotherapeutic credit for Nurse Practitioners with prescription privileges?”  is a frequently asked question.  Unfortunately, the answer is not simple. NPs need these hours for both PA state re-licensure and ANCC re-licensure.   There is not a “system” for a provider of continuing education to award “pharmacotherapeutic credit” to a nurse practitioner and continuing education providers are not required to designate pharmacotherapeutic hours. 

Nurse Planner: if you choose to provide pharmacotherapeutic hours, please follow the ANCC guidelines listed below. In addition, you will need to add a designation of hours to the certificate.  There is not a required statement, below is suggested wording.

“This activity has been designated for xxx pharmacotherapeutic contact hours.”

The ANCC guidelines for continuing education providers are outlined below:
· If a provider is developing content to meet the ANCC pharmacotherapeutic hour requirement, content must specifically address pharmacotherapeutics. 
· Pharmacotherapeutic content does not need to be presented by a nurse for the hours to be eligible for re-certification however the presenter must have content expertise in pharmacology. 
· When developing the content for an educational activity, it is recommended that the provider delineate the number of pharmacotherapeutic contact hours. 
· Existing continuing education courses/programs that include pharmacotherapeutic content may be reviewed to calculate the appropriate number of pharmacotherapeutic contact hours. 
· When a speaker develops content for an educational activity, it would be advised that pharmacotherapeutic contact hours contained within the presentation be calculated at that time.

**Pharmacotherapeutic content may include but is not limited to drug specific information, safe prescribing 
practices, safe medication administration, prescribing methodologies, new regulations or similar content
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